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MOTORIZED 
PROGRAM 
OVERVIEW

Avalanche education designed for wintertime backcountry enthusiasts who 

don’t ski or snowboard has been as elusive as a stable February snowpack 

in Colorado: not impossible, but far from common. 

Since the 2016 West Yellowstone Curriculum Development Workshop, 

AIARE has worked to develop and deliver training targeted at recreational 

snowmobilers. It’s now the nucleus of AIARE motorized course providers 

and AIARE-qualified instructors whose primary mode of mountain travel 

is on a snowmachine.

AIARE is focused on continuing to develop curriculum and committed to 

the process of training instructors. We recognize that translating expertise 

into the functional learning steps each student needs is a practice that 

takes time for instructors to refine. The path to becoming an AIARE instruc-

tor is designed to guide and inspire individual progression as an avalanche 

professional and as a professional educator. 

The required professional avalanche experience paired with the developed 

instructional skills characteristic of AIARE instructors has been a chicken-

and-egg scenario in the motorized context. For the past six seasons, AIARE 

has worked to address this conundrum through individual outreach, mento-

ring efforts, and holding the bar high for aspiring motorized AIARE instructors. 

These efforts have begun to bear fruit, as you’ll see in the following pages. 

In addition to the students who took pro, rec, and instructor training courses 

this year, we’re seeing leaps and bounds in community awareness and 

involvement. This industry has worked with AIARE to take a strong role in 

fundraising for avalanche education in the snowmobile community this 

past year. Together with these partners, an unprecedented 8,159 individuals 

entered two sweepstakes events, raising $381,675 to promote avalanche 

education, create scholarships for motorized users at all levels (rec, pro, 

and instructor), and support families in the snowmobile community. 

All this points to the future. I’m excited for AIARE to continue to positively affect 

avalanche education outcomes for recreational riders and professionalism 

for educators, guides, and avalanche workers in the motorized community. 
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SEASON AT 
A GLANCE
The 2020/21 season brought unprecedented 

challenges. AIARE, along with its providers, 

instructors, students, and partners, stepped up 

to meet the challenge. Here’s what we accom-

plished in one of our toughest seasons yet. 

Motorized Students Served

47
+78%

AIARE Motorized Providers: 
Tyler's Backcountry Awareness - Colorado and Montana

Ride Rasmussen - West Yellowstone, Wyoming

Mountain Skillz - Wolf Creek Pass, Colorado

The Mountain Riding Lab - Togwotee Pass, Idaho and Montana

Wallowa Avalanche Center - Joseph, Oregon

American Alpine Institute - Mt. Baker and Leavenworth, Washington

Irwin Guides - Crested Butte, Colorado

Oregon Ski Guides - Bend, Oregon

Blackbird Guides - Colorado

Scholarship Dollars at Work
This season, AIARE scholarships were awarded to residents in 11 states 

spanning the country. Our recipients included 19 men and five women.

Pro Scholarships 
$7,885 awarded to 11 recipients

Instructor Training 
Scholarships

$8,500 awarded to 7 recipients

Rec Scholarships
$3,300 awarded to 11 recipients

Motorized Courses Offered

Year-over-year Increase in Students
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AIARE Instructor Training (IT) programs exist to answer the call of the inspired 

student. AIARE’s professional training staff are outstanding members of their 

respective professions, and they work to mold students into the same. They 

accomplished a lot this season: 

9 motorized students who completed the AIARE ITC

4 motorized students who completed the AIARE PRO 1 Course

5 motorized students who passed the AIARE PRO 2 Course

“The value in avalanche training is being able to go into 

the backcountry and make choices wisely. I found real, 

significant value in the Pro 2. It’s allowed me to know 

what tools to use when I’m in the backcountry.”

—Andrew Irvin, AIARE instructor since 2006,
completed Pro 2 course this season

10 Motorized Students Have Now 
Passed AIARE Pro 2 (as of March,  2021)
Just five years ago, numbers like these were not the reality. The avalanche indus-

try has evolved from almost entirely ski- and snowboard-based modes of trans-

portation to an ever-increasing acknowledgement and application of snowmo-

biles. The snowmobile guiding industry is also experiencing substantial growth. 

The motorized professionals represented in this group need specialized educa-

tion programs. Anecdotally, a tiny percentage of this season’s motorized Pro 2 

graduates even owns a pair of skis or a snowboard. The snowmobile community 

is realizing its potential in the realm of avalanche professionalism and leading 

the call for avalanche education from within its membership.

Meet an AIARE 
Motorized Instructor

“AIARE took a chance on the motorized community. 

They went all in to develop curriculum and work 

with people within the snowmobile industry who 

are interested in avalanche education. The way 

they have continued to do that makes me really 

confident—as a snowmobiler, as an instructor, 

and as a student—in what AIARE is doing. They’re 

committed to the motorized community, and 

to me that means a lot.” —Matt Entz on why he 

chose to become an AIARE provider

Matt Entz is one of snowmobiling’s biggest fans. 

His company, Mountain Skillz, is a family affair. 

Together, his family runs an operation dedicated 

to sharing the backcountry and teaching riders 

how to improve their play in the mountains. 

Matt is a patient instructor who’s built a reputa-

tion for helping students improve. He was one 

of the attendees at the 2016 West Yellowstone 

workshop and one of the first motorized AIARE 

course providers. Since that workshop, Matt 

has demonstrated a passion for improvement 

in his own avalanche and teaching skills. AIARE 

has been there at each step, working with Matt 

through each of his professional and avalanche 

instructor courses over the past five years. 

For Matt and others like him, professional and 

educator courses support a pursuit of excel-

lence. Now, he’s built a highly reputable busi-

ness. AIARE courses are designed and visualized 

as a progression—and here’s a case where the 

progression has perfectly aligned to support a 

profession and a business.

INSTRUCTOR & PRO 
TRAINING COURSES
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Motorized users live and travel to every mountain state in the US. AIARE is work-

ing to change the scale of avalanche education, this year enrolling 382 students in 

user-specific recreational avalanche courses through nine AIARE Course Providers 

in 7 states. FY2021 numbers show a 78% year-over-year increase in motorized AIARE 

Rec Course students.

AIARE recreational avalanche courses showcase both amazing venues and the 

skilled guides and instructors that work in those venues. Across the season, it’s 

common for AIARE Instructors to work for multiple Course Providers. The opportu-

nity for instructors to share ideas and work together to provide inspiring avalanche 

courses is one of the hallmarks of the AIARE program. This practice has allowed 

AIARE motorized Instructors to rapidly refine and grow their experience and appli-

cation with the AIARE curriculum.  

Demand for recreational avalanche courses is growing in the motorized commu-

nity, and AIARE Course Providers are situated to meet this need with an expanding 

cadre of AIARE-qualified Course Leaders and Instructors. AIARE Course Providers 

are model operations in the motorized guiding and avalanche education sphere, and 

share the AIARE education philosophy of empowering students with knowledge 

and tools for managing avalanche risk while pursuing inspired mountain adventures.

“The snowmobiles we’re riding these days are so purpose-built and capable. It is so awesome. As our riding 

skill goes up, our education and understanding of things going on in the snowpack needs to go hand-in-hand.”

—Matt Entz, AIARE Motorized Provider

REC COURSES
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AIARE’s key partnerships make it possible to offer more and better motorized education than 

ever. The snowmobile community’s fundraising efforts for avalanche education and in support 

of those affected by avalanche accidents was unprecedented this season.

SCHOLARSHIPS &
KEY PARTNERSHIPS

24 $19,685
Scholarship
Students

Scholarship Funds 
Distributed for FY21*

Case Study: Motorized Community Comes 
Together to Support Avalanche Education

$177,929 Avalanche Alliance sweepstakes

+ $213,950 Rob Kincaid sweepstakes

  $391,879 raised to support programs, scholarships, and motorized education

In the fall of 2020, Jon Ferrian combined forces with Klim and the Avalanche Alliance to spearhead a 

scholarship fundraising drive. In partnership with Polaris, Marlon, Fly Racing, Zbros, Arctic FX, SLP, Camso, 

Ice Age, and Seat Concepts, they offered up a beautifully built Polaris 850 Pro RMK as an incentive to raise 

funds for avalanche education scholarships. When the dust settled, the sweepstakes had raised $177,929.

The groundswell continued with Arctic Cat, who wanted to offer a sweepstakes in an effort to honor their 

great representative and fallen rider, Rob Kincaid. A whopping $213,950 was raised in support of the 

Kincaid family with a specially built Arctic Cat Apha 800, given away to a winning ticket holder who knew 

and had ridden with Rob in seasons past. As with the Avalanche Alliance partnership, AIARE worked to 

facilitate the logistics of the fundraising effort with Arctic Cat, retaining a portion of the funds in support 

of the AIARE motorized program. 

These are powerful examples of working partnerships delivering unprecedented results to help further 

the common goal of saving lives through avalanche education. Scholarships were envisioned and funded, 

as were the programs that support recreational and professional avalanche education across the nation. 

Avalanche Alliance
sweepstakes

Expenses
$20,225

Rob Kincaid
sweepstakes

AIARE
$17,695

MOTO
Scholarships

$140,008

Expenses
$27,813

AIARE
$21,395

Distributed to
Kincaid Family

$164,741

Nearly a decade ago, I went in search of a place to further my education. AIARE was the clear choice. They 

have a team of curriculum developers to ensure delivery of practical and effective information while follow-

ing industry best practices.  As one of the first motorized course leaders, I am proud to be part of this team

—Brian Lundstedt, Tyler’s Backcountry Awareness

*Remaining scholarship funds to be distributed over upcoming seasons. 
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An end-of-season survey of motorized AIARE Course Providers 

revealed a few key themes and helped point to next steps for the 

AIARE motorized program. 

Each motorized AIARE Course Provider reported growth in enroll-

ment in their AIARE Rec Courses ranging from 50% to over 100%. 

Each provider observed a busier season with their instructors and 

guides offering more avalanche education. 

This is a harbinger of increased demand for motorized AIARE 

Pro and Instructor Training Courses. AIARE is responding to this 

increased demand by scheduling dedicated Pro and Instructor 

Training courses for next season, potentially doubling the spaces 

available for prospective students. Support for aspiring profession-

als in these courses continues to materialize in the form of industry- 

and community-envisioned scholarship funds.

We anticipate that demand for motorized AIARE Rec Courses 

will continue to grow as the motorized community reaches 

new heights and ranges. This year saw a rise in online learning 

opportunities, and while some providers look forward to resum-

ing traditional in-person classroom sessions, others plan to 

continue mixing online sessions with focused field sessions. We 

will continue to support and develop tools for both approaches—

and keep looking for new ways to add value for AIARE Course 

Providers.  

AIARE has convened an advisory group drawn from a range of 

course providers, instructors, and avalanche professionals to 

help provide input and enable an inclusive vision of direction 

and tools for the motorized avalanche education effort. As lead-

ers, educators, and new avalanche professionals grow from the 

motorized backcountry community, AIARE will be there to help 

guide the path and share inspiration for the journey. Together, we 

can save lives through avalanche education.

LOOKING AHEAD

72020/21 MOTORIZED ANNUAL REPORT AIARE  |   AVTRAINING.ORG



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

The American Institute for Avalanche Research and Education
PO Box 1538

Vail ,  CO 8165

contact@avtraining.org

Discover more about 
AIARE’s motorized program.

Discover

Find an AIARE 
motorized course.

Find

Train to become an 
AIARE MOTO instructor.

Train

https://avtraining.org/aiare-motorized-program/
https://avtraining.org/upcoming-public-avalanche-training-courses/
https://avtraining.org/aiare-motorized-program/

